PETS OP THE CHILDREN

All of the younger children are at present ab-
sorbed in various pets, perhaps the foremost of
which is a puppy of the most orthodox puppy
type. Then there is Jack, the terrier, and Sailor
Boy, the Chesapeake Bay dog; and Eli, the most
gorgeous macaw, with a bill that 1 think could
bite through boiler plate, who crawls all over
Ted, and whom I view with dark suspicion; and
Jonathan, the piebald rat, of most friendly and
affectionate nature, who also crawls all over
everybody; and the flying squirrel, and two kan-
garoo rats; not to speak of Archie's pony, Algon-
quin, who is the most absolute pet of them all.

Mrs. Roosevelt and I have, I think, read all
your stories to the children, and some of them
over and over again*

THE DOG
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BLESSED KEBMIT:

I am delighted at all the accounts I receive of
how you are doing at Groton. You seem to be
enjoying yourself and are getting on well. I need
not tell you to do your best to cultivate ability